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A Ransomville man, 
with an apparently lengthy 
list of medical problems, 
has pleaded guilty to two 
counts of criminally negli-
gent homicide for an acci-
dent that left two people 
dead.

Frederick Lederhouse, 
61, entered his plea dur-
ing a proceeding before 
State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Richard C. Kloch Sr. 
on Wednesday. His case 
had been pending before 
a Niagara County grand 
jury, but Lederhouse struck 
a deal with prosecutors 
before being indicted.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Claudette Caldwell told 
Kloch that Lederhouse was 
driving his pick-up truck 
on Wilson Burt Road, on 
March 27, when he struck 
the rear of a car driven by 
Cathy World, 58, of Wilson.

“The black box in the 
truck recorded that he was 
driving at 86 miles an hour 
when he struck (World’s) 
car,” Caldwell said. “A 
reconstruction (of the acci-
dent) placed the speed at 78 
miles an hour.”

Caldwell said the force of 
the crash drove World’s car 
off the road and into a ditch 
with Lederhouse’s truck 
behind her.

“(Lederhouse) went off 
the road, then corrected 
his vehicle, came out of the 
ditch, crossed the road and 
struck (a second car) head 
on.”

That vehicle was driven 
by Ronald Zauner, 69, of 
Wilson. Niagara County 
Sheriff ’s deputies who 
responded to the crash 
found both Zauner and 
World unconscious and in 
their vehicles. Zauner was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

World was taken to East-
ern Niagara Hospital, where 
she was later pronounced 
dead. Lederhouse was also 
taken to the Newfane hos-
pital, where he was treated 
for non-life threatening 
injuries.

Accident investigators 
said Lederhouse had a high 
level of Xanex in his blood 
at the time of the crash. 
Caldwell said prosecu-
tors believed the high level 
of the anti-anxiety drug 
showed Lederhouse was 
not fit to drive and that led 
to the criminal charges in 
the case.

“Because of the high level 
of Xanex, and prior medical 

issues, (Lederhouse) was 
negligent in driving that 
day,” Caldwell said.

Lederhouse’s defense 
attorney, Joel Daniels, said 
his client has been tak-
ing Xanex, and at least 10 
other prescription medica-
tions, for 20 years. He said 
Lederhouse suffers from 
“multiple medical issues” 
including Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, diabetes and water on 
his brain.

“We believe he had a 
mini-stroke (at the time of 
the crash),” Daniels said. 
“He has no recollection of 
the events. It was a terrible 
tragedy.”

Kloch told Lederhouse 
his pleas could net him a 
prison sentence of up to 
four years on each count. 
The judge said he would 
review a pre-sentence 
report, along with medi-
cal evidence submitted by 
Daniels and any comments 
from the victim’s families, 

before deciding.
“If I find that I have to 

incarcerate you, I will allow 
you to withdraw your plea 
and proceed to trial,” Kloch 
told Lederhouse.

Caldwell indicated in 
court that prosecutors 
were prepared to recom-
mend a sentence of proba-
tion, based on the circum-
stances and evidence in the 
case. The prosecutor said 
Zauner’s family approved 
of a probation sentence, but 
World’s family wants a jail 
term.

“We have met with the 
families to discuss the plea 
and probation recommen-
dations,” she said.

Lederhouse is currently 
free on his own recogni-
zance. Daniels said his cli-
ent’s driver’s license has 
been suspended and he is 
not driving.

“He has no intention of 
ever driving again,” Daniels 
said.

The Children’s Memorial Park 
committee recently placed a stone 
memorializing those who lost their 
lives at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School last year. The committee 
contacted Lockport City School 
Superintendent Michelle Bradley, 
asking her to reach out to the 

Sandy Hook superintendent, for permission for the placement. The park also has 
stones commemorating the lives lost in the Oklahoma City bombing and the Sept. 
11 attacks. Shown at the park are, from left, first row, Chelsea Marso, Jack Marso, 
and Ryan Marso; second row, Eileen Marso, Lockport City District Superintendent 
Michelle T. Bradley, Charles Upson Elementary School Principal Roberta Donovan, 
and Ed Sandusky, Children’s Memorial Park committee member. The other photo 
shows a close-up of the stone.

TOWN OF LOCKPORT 
— A $1 increase in annual 
dog registration fees is 
being eyed.

A public hearing will 
be held Dec. 4 on a pro-
posed local law that would 
increase to $8 from $7 the 
fee for licensing a spayed 
or neutered dog, and to $18 
from $17 per dog that’s not 
spayed or neutered, effec-
tive next year.

The town last raised 
the local dog licensing fee 
in 2010-11, by $1 per dog, 
when it took over licens-
ing duties from the state.

According to Town 
Clerk Nancy Brooks, the 
anticipated extra revenue 
from raising the fee, up 
to $2,400, is needed to 
help offset costs of the 
licensing program, which 
includes supplies such as 
tags, paper, postage and 
a computer program, and 
services of the town dog 
control officer.

Brooks said those costs 
have come in higher than 
was anticipated three 
years ago, when the state 
turned over all aspects of 
dog licensing to its towns 
and cities. In addition, she 
said, the volume of paper-
work has increased with 
dog control officer Barry 
Kobrin’s aggressive efforts 
at dog enumeration and 
complaint investigation.

“Raising the fee will 
help to defray some of 
these costs,” Brooks said.

The proposed local 
law was introduced at a 
Wednesday work session 
of the town board.

In other business, the 
board:

date of Dec. 4 on a pro-
posed local law to change 
the land zoning of 6621 
Dysinger Road to Busi-
ness-2 from Business-1.

The property, which last 

housed the late Ken Swan’s 
construction business, 
is being eyed by Lacey 
Heavy Equipment Repair, 
an established business on 
Riddle Road that wants a 
presence in a commercial 
corridor, Supervisor Marc 
Smith said. Lacey would 
relocate to Dysinger Road.

Technically, only light 
commercial uses are per-
mitted on B-1 zoned land. 
B-2 zoning allows for 
heavier commercial uses.

Smith said he checked 
out Lacey’s current 
site last week and was 
impressed.

“They run a really clean 
operation; it’s well land-
scaped. ... It’s something 
we’d like to encourage,” he 
said.

change for IDA Park Drive 
North, in the town indus-
trial park, to Commerce 
Drive. The change, rec-
ommended to eliminate 
confusion with IDA Park 
Drive in the park, will take 
place next April.

application to the state to 
be recognized as an “MS4” 
(small municipal storm-
water sewer system) com-
munity. The MS4 desig-
nation, triggered by town 
population passing the 
20,000 mark, isn’t exact-
ly coveted, according to 
Smith.

It’s mandatory, per fed-
eral environmental regu-
lations, and it puts the 
town rather than the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation in 
charge of local stormwater 
management efforts.

The goal of stormwater 
management programs 
is to reduce the amount 
of pollutants carried by 
stormwater during storm 
events to waterbodies 
to the “maximum extent 
practicable,” according to 
D.E.C.

With its signoff on the 
application, the board 
appointed Brian Belson, 
senior building inspector, 
as the town’s stormwater 
management officer.
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LOTTERY NUMBERS
MIDDAY: 9-0-2, Lucky Sum: 

11; 3-8-6-3, Lucky Sum: 20
EVENING: 9-5-2, Lucky Sum: 

16; 8-5-2-2, Lucky Sum: 17
PICK 10: 5-9-13-16-21-27-29-

49-50-54-55-56-60-64-66-67-

72-74-75-76
TAKE 5: 3-4-14-26-33
LOTTO: 3-4-28-31-50-58, 

Bonus: 43
POWERBALL: 4-18-23-32-

45, Powerball: 7

POLICE 
REPORTS

City of Lockport
ASSAULT: Hank A. 

Valentine, 29, 6 Walnut St. 
upper was charged with 
third-degree assault and 
two counts of third-degree 
menacing Wednesday. Police 
responded to Walnut Street 
at 3:30 a.m.  According to the 
report, the victim reported 
she was struck in the face 
with a closed fist. The police 
located Valentine, who had 
an active warrant, in the 
apartment. He was held on 
$2,500 bail and is scheduled 
for a pre-trial conference on 
Dec. 16.
ASSAULT: Todd M. Dela-

valle, 24, 6443 Robinson 
Road, 1C was charged with 
third-degree assault, two 
counts of fourth-degree crimi-
nal mischief, obstruction of 
governmental administration 
and resisting arrest Tuesday. 
The alleged offense occurred 
on Nov. 16. According to 
the report, Delavalle struck 
the victim three times in the 
face. While in the patrol car, 
Delavalle pulled a can of 
beer out of his pants leg and 
began drinking it. He tried to 
run away and was subdued. 
Rural Metro was called 
and he was transported to 
Niagara Falls Memorial Hos-
pital for evaluation. An arrest 
package was filed. Dela-
valle returned to Lockport for 
processing and has held on 
$100 bail. 

Town of Lockport
CONTRABAND: Dominique 

Latrice Hunter, 24, 3343 
9th St. Niagara Falls was 
charged with introducing 
contraband into prison and 
unlawful possession of mari-
juana Tuesday. According 
to the report, a corrections 
officer found Hunter with a 
white balloon underneath her 
tongue when she was enter-
ing the jail visiting room. The 
balloon contained marijuana, 
small white papers and sev-
eral match heads. She was 
was arraigned in the Town of 
Lockport Court and bail was 
set at $500

UPDATE
Lockport police charges 

of possession of a con-
trolled substance, speeding 
and driving with tinted car 
windows against Jason C. 
Castricone of Medina and 
published in this space on 
May 9, 2008, were dismissed 
by the City Court of Lockport 
two months later. Instead, 
Castricone was convicted 
July 14, 2008, of failure to 
obey a traffic device, given 
a one-year conditional dis-
charge from the complaint, 
and paid $200 in fines.

Correction policy
The Lockport Union-Sun & Journal is committed to accurate 

news coverage. Call the newsroom at 439-9222, ext. 6238, to let us 
know about factual errors in news coverage. We will correct errors 
promptly in this position.
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Christine Weeks was 
re-elected president of 
the board of trustees of 
New Directions Youth 
and Family Services, 
the board announced 
Wednesday.

Weeks, of Lockport, 
is the director of mar-
keting for Grand Tours 
and Ridge Road Express. 
She’s been a New Direc-
tions board member for 
five years.

Also re-elected at 
the board’s recent 
annual meeting was 
Nancy Kasprzak-Whit-
more, board secretary. 
Kasprzak-Whitmore, of 
Lockport, is vice presi-
dent of Niagara’s Choice 
Federal Credit Union and 
has been a New Direc-
tions board member for 
12 years.

New Directions Youth 
and Family Services is 
the non-profit agency 
that operates the Wynd-
ham Lawn group home/
school for troubled 
youths in Lockport.

The agency also oper-
ates group and specialty 
group homes, diagnostic 
and outpatient treatment 
centers, and foster par-
ent training programs, 
in Lockport, Randolph, 
Weston Mills and Fal-
coner.

Two residents 
returned to New 
Directions board

Town eyeing dog 
license fee increase

STAFF REPORTS

LOCKPORT: Proposed 
law would raise 
annual fee by  
$1 per dog.

REMEMBERING  
THE CHILDREN

PHOTOS BY JOED VIERA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Guilty plea in fatal car crash

BY RICK PFEIFFER
rick.pfeiffer@lockportjournal.com

DEAL: Accused 
driver could receive 
probation under 
agreement.

LOCKPORT 
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Christmas Angels
December 25, 2013

A special memoriam section to honor your departed loved ones
All standard or photo tributes are available with any of the verses or artwork selections shown. Please complete 

the information you wish to have included in the tribute, and indicate your verse and artwork choice by circling the item.

All Orders Must Be Received On Or Before December 11th

In addition to our standard tributes, photo tributes are also available which include 1x1 photo of your loved one or choice of artwork along 
with the verse choices shown. If using artwork, please circle selection. Artwork shown reduced size.

CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE OF VERSE AND ARTWORK AND INCLUDE THE PHOTO IF YOU ARE PLACING A PHOTO TRIBUTE.

Christmas Angels


